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Our prospectus is designed to give you a flavour 
of life at Perins. We hope you can see that we are 
passionate about meeting the challenge of preparing 
students for their future adult roles. 

FROM THE HEADTEACHER
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From the Head Boy and Head Girl

Now in our final year at Perins, we are privileged and 
honoured to represent the school as head boy and 
head girl. Perins is a friendly and welcoming school 
that we think offers something for everybody and 
definitely fulfils its motto, ‘We strive for excellence 
in everything we do’. 

We have always found the teaching staff to be 
approachable and friendly. They encourage every 
student to develop their imagination and individuality, 
as well as helping us all to achieve our full potential. 
The teachers are prepared to listen and give students 
plenty of opportunities to share their views on how 
the school should be developed. 

“Perins is an inclusive community 
school providing students with 
an outstanding education.”
Ofsted 2010

All the facilities are excellent and are constantly being 
updated. We are especially proud of the fact that new 
students can lease a laptop to prepare them for higher 
education and to face the challenges of this ever 
changing world.

Our Ofsted report in April 2010 classified the school 
as ‘outstanding’. This came as no surprise to us, as 
we know Perins is much more than just a school. 
We hope you get a taste of this from our prospectus.

Photo right: Head boy, Alasdair Carnegy, and head girl, 

May Livingston, with headteacher, Mrs Bernard.

An Invitation
If you would like to find out more about Perins and see us in action, 
we have an annual open day and open evening in the summer term 
for Year 5 and 6 parents to which you are warmly invited. If your 
child is moving into another year group, or joining during the school 
year, please feel free to phone the school office so we can make 
an appointment for you to come and meet us.

I look forward to seeing you, 
Mrs Bernard 
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Transition from primary to secondary school is an 
exciting time for many children who look forward 
to this change with enthusiasm. The opportunity 
to experience countless new activities and lessons 
at a much larger school can spark a life-long 
interest, or even a career path.

THE PERINS WAY

“I think your school is excellent and 
our son will blossom. We look 
forward to working with you.”

Year 6 parents
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Primary to Secondary School Transition

At Perins we make the transition process as 
straightforward as possible, so that your child settles 
into this new phase of their education really easily. As 
soon as you have confirmed your child’s place we begin 
to get to know them, so by the time September comes 
they are familiar with the new surroundings and what 
is expected of them.

Using a mixture of group open days, individual visits 
and an induction day, there are plenty of opportunities 
for you and your child to find out about life at Perins 
before the start of the autumn term. As around one 
third of our students live out of catchment, we take 
additional steps to help these children integrate by 
offering a further visit to Perins, as well as helping them 
make new friends through our friendship groups. 

“Your out of catchment transition 
evening was very informative, great 
explanations and all our questions 
were answered very well.”
Year 6 parents

Tutors are key figures in our relationship with you 
and your child, so you have the chance to get to know 
your child’s tutor during the Year 6 summer term. 
In addition, we are fortunate in having a guidance 
manager dedicated to Year 7 who oversees the 
transition process and ensures that, at every step 
of the way, your child is made to feel welcome and 
secure. A confident and happy student is more likely 
to achieve his or her full potential, which is our aim as 
much as yours.

We understand that queries or concerns may surface 
at any time and we are only too happy to respond, 
so every tutor’s email address is made available you. 
We would prefer to allay any worries before they 
become a problem. Secondary school may seem less 
approachable than primary school, but it is certainly 
the opposite at Perins.
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At Perins we foster a caring and supportive 
environment throughout the school, ensuring 
everyone has ample opportunity to achieve their 
full potential. Thanks to our specialised guidance 
managers we are well-placed to identify and address 
any concerns as they arise. 

CARE &

“Care, guidance and support are at the 
heart of this inclusive school. Students 

make outstanding progress because 
of the excellent care and 

guidance they receive.”
Ofsted 2010
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Support, Guidance, Welfare and Advice

We recognise that sometimes, for whatever reason, 
life at school may become a challenge and at Perins we 
really want to resolve problems as early as possible. 
Our support network begins with a team of specialist 
non-teaching staff – guidance managers – whose 
primary role is to ensure the welfare of your child 
with one dedicated to each year group. Our guidance 
managers each have a team of people who work 
closely with you and your child to address concerns and 
develop an individual programme, which may involve 
one-to-one or group work, or a mixture of both.

The support team also includes Year 11 volunteer 
mentors for each tutor group who offer a helping 
hand where needed. For example, helping Year 7s 
find the right classroom or simply checking that shirts 
are tucked in! If your child is finding life at secondary 
school particularly difficult, we will find them a ‘buddy’ 
– a Year 11 student who will give them individual help 
for as long as is needed.

Attendance and Behaviour
Our guidance managers monitor attendance and if 
your child is absent without your notification they 
will contact you to find out if there is an underlying 

“I am aware that my child has been 
having a few difficulties around 
friendships – she returned home 
this evening in a much more positive 
frame of mind which I am sure was 
mainly due to the caring attitude and 
support she received from yourself 
and other staff at school today.”
Year 7 parent

problem they can help with. As we expect high 
standards of behaviour, our guidance managers also 
oversee a clear and structured disciplinary policy.

Special Educational Needs
As an inclusive school, our approach ensures everyone 
is given the best chance to succeed. Our teachers 
and guidance team have a broad range of expertise 
in special educational needs, including ADD, ADHD, 
dyslexia and offering emotional support. We use a 
variety of strategies, including small groups, class 
and individual work, to address the individual child’s 
requirements.

Careers Advice
All Key Stage Four students (Years 9, 10 and 11) can 
access the Connexions Service in school. This is a 
specialist service that provides advice and practical 
help to enable your son or daughter to make the right 
decisions for their future, whether it may be further 
education, vocational training or finding a job. The 
Connexions advisors will get to know your son or 
daughter very well and will be able to offer future 
advice that is tailored to individual aspirations.
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Our relationship with you makes a valuable 
contribution to your child’s education, so 
communication is made as easy and uncomplicated 
as possible. That’s why we give you every teacher’s 
email address so that you can contact them directly 
should the need arise.

WORKING 
			   WITH

“We no longer have to rely on our son’s organisational 
skills to find out what is happening at school. We use 

the website and the learning platform and 
we can see his work.”

Year 8 parent
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Keeping in Touch

We use a number of methods to keep you up-to-date 
with both your child’s progress and school news. 
Increasingly, internet platforms are making it easier 
and quicker for us to keep you informed and we take 
full advantage of this technology.

We give every parent access to Moodle, our virtual 
learning environment, so you can see your child’s 
independent learning programme for yourself, as well 
as the homework planner. This useful resource contains 
more or less everything we think parents would like 
to know about Perins; it even has a parents’ feedback 
forum for you to add your own comments. In addition 
to Moodle we are implementing parental access to the 
SIMS learning gateway (SLG), which allows you to see 
information about your child’s progress, attendance 
and achievements. 

Regular newsletters give you general school 
information and always include a specific parents’ 
information section. Our excellent texting service lets 
you know of school closures, last-minute changes to 
school trips or that your child has arrived safely if they 
are on a residential visit.

If there is anything you would like to know concerning 
your child’s progress, we ask that you always contact 
your child’s tutor in the first instance as they are usually 
able to resolve most queries.

“I would just like to say thank you so much for such an 
interesting evening which your staff held last night for 
parents. I found it very interesting, but more so, it was 
the obvious enthusiasm for science from all the staff 
that really came through. I now understand why my 
son enjoys his science so much and hope he continues 
to do so.”
Year 6 parent

Progress Reviews
While your child is in Years 7 and 8, you will be invited 
to meet with your child’s tutor for a one-to-one review 
meeting three times a year to discuss progress and 
set future targets. During Years 9, 10 and 11 you will 
have the opportunity to meet subject teachers at 
the annual parents’ evening in the summer term. We 
also issue two written reports during the autumn and 
spring terms.

The Friends of Perins Association (FPA) and 
Perins Parents’ Partnership (PPP)
When your child starts at Perins you automatically 
become a member of the FPA and can be involved 
as much or as little as you wish. The FPA organises a 
number of events throughout the year, sometimes to 
raise funds for the school. The PPP consists of a group 
of parents and teachers who meet once every half term 
to share ideas in a friendly, informal environment.
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ICT is an important part of learning at Perins, 
which is why we encourage every student to use a 
laptop during their lessons. Everyone benefits from 
this scheme, which the children find empowering, 
and our excellent academic results demonstrate 
its effect.

“Perins School is viewed as a leader in the ICT 
education field and many local and national 

stakeholders look to this project as exemplary 
practice. It has enabled twenty first century 

teaching, learning and curriculum design, offering 
students a wide range of exciting opportunities 

which encourage learning.”
ICT ReviewLAPTOPS 
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We are very proud of our pioneering laptop leasing 
scheme, which is becoming the envy of many a 
secondary school. When your child starts Year 7 you 
will be given the opportunity to lease one of our 
laptops for the five years your child is with us. For a 
reasonable monthly fee we provide a laptop loaded 
with all necessary software and enabled for wireless 
internet access, which can be used at school and 
taken home. The fee also includes technical support, 
maintenance and insurance.

Since we launched the scheme in 2008 we have found 
the children have benefitted immensely as the laptop 
allows them to work at their own pace during lessons, 
encouraging independence. Teachers develop their 
lesson plans around the use of ICT and then, out of 
school hours, children can email them for clarification 
on set homework. This system really simplifies the 
whole homework process, as it can be uploaded to 
the Moodle VLE from home, or projects begun in 
class can be completed easily at home – no more lost 
worksheets!

Innovative Learning

We have supplies of spare laptops in school available 
to children who are not participating in the scheme 
and financial difficulties will never prevent you from 
leasing one. Equally, if your child already has their own 
laptop, they can bring it to school to use in lessons if 
they wish, although they will not be able to access the 
school network.

Families already leasing laptops are very supportive of 
the scheme, especially if there is only one computer 
at home. The additional laptop enables homework 
to be completed in a more relaxed atmosphere, as 
other family members can use the home PC at the 
same time.

“The innovative developments 
in ICT across all curriculum areas 
have facilitated the opportunity for 
students to develop as independent 
and enquiring learners.”
Ofsted 2010
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Our flexible curriculum design allows students 
to learn at their own pace, to the best of their 
ability. When it comes to options, we work closely 
with every child to help them make the right 
subject choices to suit their capability and future 
aspirations.

ACADEMIC

“Students enjoy their learning and have excellent 
learning skills. They have good levels of concentration 

and are able to work independently and in groups. 
They are confident in using ICT to support 

their learning.”
Ofsted 2010
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An Individual Approach 

Our curriculum is designed to allow a two year process 
for Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8) and three years for Key 
Stage 4 (Years 9, 10 and 11). This method works well as it 
allows us to include a variety of additional qualifications, 
whether they are vocational or post-GCSE.

During Years 7 and 8 your child will study a wide 
assortment of subjects required by the National 
Curriculum, with a focus on English and Maths. 
We offer an additional lesson one day a week on 
transformational learning, which is designed to 
prepare your child for Key Stage 4 and encourages 
students to develop skills such as reflection, critical 
thinking, leadership and effective team working. These 
are qualities that will be invaluable to your child long 
after he or she has left Perins, either as preparation for 
further study or to help them along their career path.

“I love studying science because you get 
to experiment with different chemicals. 
It is one of the lessons I look forward to 
because of the practicals.”
Year 8 student

Choice is the key to our Key Stage 4 curriculum. We 
provide a wide variety of academic subjects that 
lead to a GCSE, as well as vocational diplomas and 
apprenticeship schemes. As we work to a three year 
process for Key Stage 4, we are able to offer AS levels 
or additional GCSEs to those students who complete 
GCSEs early. Alternatively, your child may wish to take 
their time to achieve higher GCSE grades. Our excellent 
results show that this flexibility is very effective.

We work with you and your child on a personal level 
before they select their Year 9 options and this enables 
them to make the best choice to help them achieve 
their ambition. Whichever route your child opts for we 
are confident they will leave Perins with a broad range 
of outstanding skills and qualifications. 
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Out of school activities are an important part of 
providing a rounded education. Not surprisingly 
we offer a remarkable amount of lunchtime and 
after school clubs for almost every sport, as well 
as a variety of other activities including art, music 
and drama.

“Students make an outstanding contribution 
to the school and the wider community.”

Ofsted 2010

ACTIVITIES


